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WHEN BROTHERS LIVE IN
UNITY

ContinuationContinuationContinuationContinuationContinuation

               V P Poulose

Y.M.E.F (ND)

The foundation of  unity.
We see the foundation of
unity in Ps 133. Brothers
live together here. We are
the sons and daughters of
the same Father. This
relation is not based on the
fact that they believe in the
same principles or they
gather in the same church.
God reveals the seven
foundation stones of unity
in Eph 4:4-6.
One hope: - The fact that
we are moving to the same
direction with a same goal
itself makes us united. In
the Holy Communion we
see the phrase “Until the
Lord comes” which gives
us the same hope.
One body: - All believers
who are born again have
come to the blessed
relation that they are the
members of the same
body. We see this truth in

Eph 1:23 in relation with the
universal church of Christ.
The glory of this phrase is
revealed in 1 Cor 12:27 with
regard to the local church.
“Now you are the body of
Christ, and each one of you
is a part of it”. The
members of the local
church should act just as
they are the members of the
same body. We testify this
truth in silence when we eat
the Lord’s Supper on Lord’s
Day. There is no wonder that
our body works in unity. But
the devil has destroyed these
basic truths from our
mindset that the local
church can act in this way.
Often we do not consider it
as serious when the local
church is loosing its unity.
We say all these things are
happening from the first
century onwards. We are not
taking any immediate

measures when the body of
Christ (the church) looses its
unity. We have the strong
foundation of brotherhood
and unity which can guide us
just as we are the members
of  the same body.
One spirit: - All children of
God are born again by the
power of the same Spirit. So
all of us should be controlled
by the Holy Spirit (Phi 1:27).
We should keep the unity
through the Lord of peace
(Eph4:3). The first thing that
we see in the fruit of  Spirit
is love. Only those who live
in the fullness of Spirit can
keep this unity in the Lord of
peace.
One Lord: - All believers
accept the Lordship of our
Lord (Rom 10:9, 10). Those
who are under the same
authority can testify God in
unity in all the way possible.

God’s Greatness Revealed Through
Science

One of the
reason for Jesus primacy
over creation is that in
Him all things hold
together. Not only did
Jesus create the universe,
He also sustains it. He
maintains the delicate
balance necessary to
life’s existence. He quite
literally holds all things
together. He is the
power behind every
consistency in the
universe. He is gravity
and centrifugal and
centripetal force. He is
the One who keeps all
the entites in space in
their motion. He is the
energy of  the universe.
In his book The Atom
Speaks, D Lee Chesnut

describes the puzzle of
why the nucleus of atom
holds together.

Consider the
dilemma of the nuclear
physicist when he finally
looks in utter amazement
at the pattern he had
now drawn of the
oxygen nucleus For here
are eight positively
charged protons closely
associated together
within the confines of
this tiny nucleus. With
them are eight neutrons
-a total of sixteen
particles-eight positively
charged eight with no
charge.

Earlier physicists
had discovered that like
charges of electricity and

like magnetic poles repel
each other and unlike
charges or magnetic
poles attract each other.
And the entire history of
electrical phenomenon
and electrical equipment
had been built up on
these principles known
as Coulombs law of
electrostastic force and
the law of magnetism.
What was wrong? What
holds the nucleus
together? Why doesn’t it
fly apart? And therefore
why do not all atoms fly
apart?
Chesnut goes on to
describe the experiments
performed in the 1920
and 1930 that proved

Punjab Campaign Restarted
The campaign which was suspended in

October was restarted on 31st January 2009. C
J Mathai, Chelakkottukara, Eldho Paul,
Thalikundu, K J Kuriakose Kadathuruthy set
off  their journey on January 28 and reached
Patiala on 30th. They attended a meeting in
Ludhiana on 31st. Then the work took off in
Ludhiana. On Febuary 1st the team members
worshipped the Lord with the saints in
Ludhiana and from Monday onwards the work
was startedThe schedule of the work is as fol-
lows: Febuary 2 to 12  Ludhiana, Febuary 16-
31 Pathankottu, Febuary 16-31 Jallandhar. The
programme of follow up work is for two
months. We request the prayers of  the saints
for a continuous work without any obstacles
and to get fruits.

Kasargod District Campaign
With a view to start a campaign in

Kasargod a group of four people reached
Pannur  and was received by brother Saji. Mr.
Varghese Mathew, K P George, C E Roy and
K D Johnson are in the team. They started
house visiting and open air meetings. The pur-
pose of this campaign is the installation of lo-
cal assemblies. Prayers are solicited from our
dear brethren for it.

Attention Dear Subscribers
During the convention season

many a brethren cleared all their arrears
and this was a great encouragement to
us. we thank the Lord for enabling you
to pay it and our thanks to all our sub-
scribers. But still we have to go a long
way. Presently we are not facing any fi-
nancial crisis. But if  we don’t get the
arrears from our readers in India and
abroad we will be in trouble. If our dear
readers, who are abroad, clear their dues
we are sure that we will get lakhs of
rupees. Approximately arrears of  the
foreign readers alone can be 3 lakhs.
Many have changed residence but with-
out information. Please co operate with
us for His glory. Kindly clear the dues.
This is a humble request in the name of
the Lord. Thank you

Managing Editor- Jose Philip
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One faith: - Another factor
which helps to stand in unity
is the fact that we receive
and accept the same
Christian truths. Haman
was able to see the unity of
the children of God in Est.
3:8. Then Haman said to the
King Ahasuerus, There is a
certain people, scattered
and dispersed among the
people in all the provinces
of your kingdom; their
laws are different from all
other people’s, and they do
not keep the king’s laws.
Their obedience to the
word of God made them
different from others. God
will honor the unity which
comes from the reverence
to the Christian truths. God
has given some laws One
baptism: - Baptism in one
spirit is a strong foundation
of  unity (1Cor 12:13). “For
we were all baptized by one
spirit in to one body,
whether Jews or Greeks,
slave or free, and we were
all given the one Spirit to
drink”. Baptism in the
Holy Spirit is a special
experience of the
church of  Christ. We
can see the need of
keeping unity in
relation to the principle
of faith here.

Difference in
doc t r i n e s c au se s ) .
Which are necessary to
lead a successful family life.
God pleases with those
who obey him. God pleases
with the children who obey
their parents. (Col 3:10).
God pleases with the
children who are caring
and repaying their
parents. (1Tim 5:4). We
see many parents obey
their children in order
to have peace in the
family. God does not
please with this type of
unity in the family.
Wives should submit
themselves to the
husbands. But some
time we see the
opposite in order to
have peace in the
family. But God is not
pleased with it. Young
men should obey elders.
We see the opposite in
many places, but God
never agrees with it.
One Baptism : -
Baptism is a strong
foundation of unity
(1Cor 12:13). “For we
are all baptized in one
spirit in to one body
whether Jews or Greeks
slave or free and we are
all given the one spirit

to drink”. Baptism in
the Holy Spirit is a
special experience of
the church of Christ.
We can see the need of
keeping unity in relation
to the principles of faith.
Difference in doctrines
causes to form hatred
and discord and thus
Satan will defeat us in
this way.
One Father: - We are
the sons of the same
Father. Late Br M E
Cherian had described
this truth in a beautiful
way in a song like this;
we are the children of
one Father, we are the
heirs, in one baptism we
became one body and
how great it is when the
brothers live together!
We are obliged to love
our Father in haven
because he is our
creator. Every one who
loves the Father loves
his children as well.
(1Jn 5:1). Who else can
live in unity if the
people of God who
received the foundation
of unity can not do it?
to be continued ... .

Coulombs law applied to atomic nuclei. Powerful
atom smashers were used to fire protons in to
the nuclei of  atoms. Those experiments also gave
scientists an understanding of the incredibly
powerful force that held protons together within
the nucleus. Scientists have dubbed that force
the strong nuclear force but have no explanation
for why it exists. The physicist George Gamow
one of  the founders of  the Big Bang theory of
the origin of the universe wrote “The fact that
we live in a world in which practically every object
is a potential nuclear explosive without being
blown to bits is due to the extreme difficulties
that attend the starting of nuclear reaction. Karl
K Darrow a physicist at the bell Laboratories
agrees: You grasp what this implies. It implies
that all the massive nuclei have no right to be
alive at all. Indeed they should never have been
created and if created they should have blown
up instantly. Yet here they all are Some inflexiable
inhibition is holding them relentlessly together.
The nature of the inhibition is also a scret one
thus far reserved by nature for herself.
One day in the future God will dissolve the
strong nuclear force. Peter describes that day as
the one when the heavens will pass away with a
roar and the elements will be destroyed with
intense heat and the earth and its works will be
burned up (2Peter 3:10). With the strong
nuclear force no longer operative Coulombs law
will take effect and the nuclei of atoms will fly
apart. The universe will literally explode. Until
that time we can be thankful that Christ upholds
all things by the word of His power Hebrews
1:3. Jesus Christ must be God. He made the
universe, existed outside and before it, and
preserves it.

Financial  Recession — Some Unsavoury Truths
The financial experts, the world leaders and the common people are afraid

of that, the1930 financial crisis will repeat again.  An American company
recently expelled 45000 of  its workers. This is happening in the Middle East
also. The gulf  countries which are having thousands of  corporate offices are
also at the door step of  crisis.

All these happen with the knowledge of our Lord who has counted
our hair also. Because of  the sins of  the Israelites and the Jews, they went
under the bondage till they confessed. Today’s lethargy in all fields among
the Brethren are due to their lethargy in the spiritual field; because they sold
themselves to the world.

The spiritual lethargy is seen in many fields. Our bride-groom
commended about the church of  Laodicea the same thing. It is admirable
that the Brethren give much importance for the worship on Sundays with
breaking of bread. But nowadays the worship is also very weak. Many come
very late for the meetings and goes out before the word ministry. Many people
discard Sunday worships and goes on journey, entrance exam, tuitions and
for business meetings etc. These actions are sorrowful in the sight of God.

If we examine the modern aptitude of evangelism it will bring out
some reasons of  lethargy. Years ago there was an opinion poll for the most
loved one and the most  hated one in America. Many people voted for the
hated one as the pulpit preachers who appear in the T V channels. They gave
the reasons for that also. Without any shame they request for money at the
beginning and at the end of their programme. After the year 1980 the Brethren
had started many ministries, trusts and publications. When we look into the

style and aim of these activities, without any doubt we will realize
their financial gains.

The laziness is the greatest curse in the field of evangelism
that we face. The number of  convention is increasing day by day.
Music fests, youth’s get together, musical evenings, word showers etc
are on the increase. All these become a show of. Some of the brethren
are behind the prosperity gospel like others. A question arises here.  How
they are getting the money for all these activities? People see this as a luxury
and show of. Such a way the gospel is misunderstood among the gentiles.
The apostle’s method of  evangelization has vanished. The children of  God
forgot the personal and collective method of gospel work. The Y M E F
which was originally started for the growth of church and for the
evangelization has also deviated in some places. The tug of  war for position
and money are seen in some places. A spiritual lethargy is seen every where.

Dear children of God, Let us lament upon this difficult
situation. Let us bow down before  God for all our physical blessings,
without finding modern interpretation for the word of God for the
personal benefits. Due to the financial support and family commitment
many churches are under the clutches of human control. Many
institutions are also in the same way. In many churches we can see the
financial leadership instead of  spiritual leadership. All these financial
lethargy came because of  the spiritual laziness. Let us realize the facts
and come back to the reality of  the word of  God without any delay.
Yes let us come back. May the merciful God help us to do so.
                                                                                   V S Mathew

God’s Greatness ....contd from Page 1
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Y M E F News
Kannur: God willing the division camp of the Malabar
division Y M E F will be held on April 29, 30 and 1st May
of 2009 in association with the Thamarasserry Brethren
Assembly in the Royal Tourist home at Chungam. Main
Speakers are Brother Varghese Kurian and V J Mathew.
Kindly pray for the blessings of  this ministry.

S K David President
Kallisserry: If  it be the will of  the Lord an outreach min-
istry will be conducted under  the auspices of the Y M E F
Kallisserry Centre on Febuary 23, 2009 from  9AM to 5.30
PM at Vettiyar. All brothers are kindly requested to take
part in it with prayer. Route: Vettiyar Junction is on the
Pandalam Mavelikkara route. For more information please
contact Mr. John Thomas Secretary

SBS News General Prayer
The monthly prayer meeting under the auspices of the SBS
General will be held on 27.2.09 from 6PM at the residence
of Benjamin Sam, Koipuram, All SBS workers are cor-
dially invited for it.  For more information Benjamin
Sam 0469 2668701

Gospel Meetings
Thodupuzha: If it be the will of the Lord a gospel meet-
ing will be held under auspices of the Christian Brethren
Assembly from 16th to 18th April 2009 at the
Karimkunnam Panchayat Stand. Brother P S Thampan,
Chandapilla Philip and K O Jose will deliver the message.
Evening meetings from 5.30 to 9.30. Kindly pray for the
spiritual blessings.
Adivaram Kozhikode: God willing gospel meetings will
be held under the auspices of the Adivaram Brethren As-
sembly from 19th to 22nd Febuary 2009. Brother P S
Thampan will deliver the message.                    I Samuel
Panaveli: Gospel Meetings will be held from 19 to 21
Febuary 2009 under the responsibility of  the Panaveli
Brethren Assembly. Brother Daniel Varghese, Itty
Varghese and P G James are the main speakers.
Kindly pray for the blessings of  these meetings.
Ayarkunnam: God willing gospel meetings will be held
under the auspices of the Thalikallu Brethren Assembly
from 23-26 Febuary 2009 at the Appacherry Ground.
Brother Chandapilla Philip, K V Thomas, Binu
Mathew and T A Joseph are the main speakers. Kindly
pray for the blessings of  these meetings.
Channappettta: Gospel meetings were conducted under
the responsibility of the Channapettta Brethren Assembly
in its own premises from 4-8 Febuary 2009. Brother John
P Thomas, P S Thampan, M V Thomas, P M
Georgekutty were the main speakers.

One day Meeting
Alleppy: A one day meeting conducted in the Aleppy
Brethren Assembly on 7th Febuary in co operation with
the nearby assemblies. “Set apart from them” was the theme
and George Koshy took the classes.

In the Vineyard
Chingavanam: Brother Sajimon has committed himself
for the Lord’s work and is engaged in this assemblies min-
istries. So we are happy to introduce him to upholding him
in your prayers. His mailing address P M Sajimon,
Kaniyamparambil, Era P O, Allappuzha.

Sisters Meeting
Punalur: The next meeting of the sisters of the Punalur
Centre will be held on 14.03.09. at the Makkulam Breth-
ren Assembly Hall. All the sisters are requested to attend
the meeting with prayer. Bible Quiz  Joshua 1-7

Grace J Mathew
Attention - Brethren Community

Chingavanam: Students who are studying in the
Pathamuttom St. Gills Engineering College and the
Kuruchi  Homeo Medical College can join us for worship-
ping the Lord with the permission from the elders of  their
respective assemblies

P V Mathai o481 243322/2338199
Kumbanadu Bethany Bible School - Refresher

Course
Kumbanadu: Along with the graduation ceremony of the
60th batch of the Kumbanad Bethany Bible College we

are planning a refresher course for the old students of this
school from 23 to 27 March 2009. Evangelists and those
who are engaged in assembly ministry can take part in it.
Foreigners can also take part in it. Those who wish to take
part may kindly inform the secretary Phone: 0469 2664314

Secretary
Gospel Hall Pathanamthitta

Meditation and Sisters Meeting
God willing a special meeting for meditation alonf with
the sisters meeting will be held on 21.02.09 at the Gospel
Hall Pathanamthitta. The topic for meditation is 2Peter
Chapter 1. All brethren are coordially invited for this meet-
ing. By the grace of  the Lord the hospital ministry under
the auspices of the Gospel Hall is continuing on every
Thursdays. Brothers visit the hospitals in Pathanamthitta.
Kindly pray for these ministries.                 M T George

Book Review
Sathyaveda Sangraham.

This book was released at the Kumbanad Convention. This
book gives the names of the authors of the books, time
written, purpose, main content, detailed explanations of
the difficult portions etc are dealt with it. This is a good
book to those who study and teach the Bible. The author
is none other than the famous scholar and theologian Mr.
K V George, Pathanapuram and books are available in
GLS. Address: GLS, MGM Towers, Opposite KSRTC
Pathanamthitta. Tele 0468 2221248

Adwanathinotha Coolie
This is the 10th book of the editor of the magazine
Suvisheshakan. Rewards are shown as crowns in this book.
The price of this book is Rs 45/- and copies are available
in the Suvisheshakan Office. Address: Suvisheshakan
Press, Bible Bhavan, P B No.32, Bypass Road, Madhurai
625016

For Special Prayer
Dimapur: Lords servant Zionpani (brother of
Anusarapani) has stricken with brain TB and is now shifted
from Dimapur to Guwahati Medical College. His condi-
tion is too bad and is admitted in the intensive care unit.
Kindly pray fervently for this dear brother.

Stewards Association in India
Opportunities for Christian service through medi-

cine Boys and girls who are members (or children of mem-
bers) of a Christian Brethren Assembly in fellowship for
not less than 10 years and who meet the general require-
ments 10+2 or equivalent examinations and are recom-
mended by Elders of their respective Assemblies may ap-
ply for sponsorship for MBBS at Christian Medical Col-
lege, Velloore.To, The Secretary, Medical Education
Committee, C/o Stewards Association in India, 4John
Armstrong Road, Richards Town, P O Box 563, Ban-
galore 560005

Brethren Bible Institute, Pathanamthitta
Admission Notice

Applications are invited from born again, baptised and dedi-
cated bachelors who are 17 and above for admission to the
following courses commencing from 2nd May 2009.
1. BTh Programme
BBI offers a three year Bachelor of  Theology programme in
English Medium. Those who have passed Pre Degree/Plus Two/
Intermediate or its equivalent may apply for the BTh programme.
Those who have successfully completed a two year Bible School
training in English medium after passing their SSLC also will be
admitted to the BTh programme. In exceptional cases Plus Two
failed candidates also will be considered for this course. There is
no fee for this programme.
2. P G Programmes
BBI offers a two year residental Master of Divinity (MDiv)
programme and a four year residental Master of  Theology (MTh)
programme. Those who have passed BTh or its equivalent with
C+(75%Marks) may apply for these programmes. Those who
have passed a secular degree with a second class may apply for
the MDiv Programme. There is a nominal fee for this programme.
Prospectus and application forms can be had from the Regis-
trar, Brethren Bible Institute, P O Box 46, Pathanamthitta,
Kerala India 689645 by paying Rs50 by M O.  Prospectus and
Application forms can be downloaded from our website
www.bbipta.com. The last date for submitting the application
is April 6th 2009.                           M T George (Secretary)

With the Lord
Koratty:  V T John’s wife Sis.
Elachar John (73) went with
the Lord on 15-01-09. The fu-
neral took place under the  aus-
pices of the Angamaly Breth-
ren Assembly,and was buried
in the cemetry of the same
church. Kindly pray for the be-
reaved family.
Paravoor:  John Mathew’s wife
Sis. Saramma Mathew  went
with the Lord . The funeral
took place under the  auspices
of  the Vepery  Brethren
Assembly,and was buried in the
Kilpauk cemetry.  Kindly pray
for the bereaved family.
Kaviyoor:  O M Thomas of
Uthumkuzhiyil (86) went with
the Lord on 08-02-09. The fu-
neral took place under the  aus-
pices of the Muttattupara
Brethren Assembly,and was
buried in the cemetry of the
same church. Kindly pray for
the bereaved family.
Eraviperroor:  George Peters
wife Sis. Saramma (80) went
with the Lord on 08-02-09.
The funeral took place under
the  auspices of the Eraviperor
Brethren Assembly,and was
buried in the cemetry of the
Kumbanadu Brethren Assem-
bly. Kindly pray for the be-
reaved family.
Ranni:  V P Samuel of
Vazhayil(83) went with the
Lord on 10-02-09. The funeral
took place under the  auspices
of the Mannarathara  Brethren
Assembly,and was buried in the
cemetry of the same church.
Kindly pray for the bereaved
family.

poisonous moccasin snakes
swam past his face. and great
alligators passed and repassed his
silent watch. ‘ I t  was  not
pleasant.’ he said. as his face
glowed with enthusiasm, ‘but
what of that” I have the picture
of  the bird.’ He would do that
for the picture of a bird. The
great military commanders of
history learned the lesson of
discipline. Famous musicians
had to bow their necks to the
yoke of discipline. Leaders in
every walk of l ife worked,
practiced. suffered and endured
before they reached the
pinnacle.The heights by great men
reached and kept were  not
attained by sudden flight But
that Mille their companions
slept Were toi l ing upward
through the night.

God cal ls  every
Christian to a life of discipline.
There must be discipline in
prayer. discipline in studying the
Word. discipline in the use of
time. discipline in witnessing to
others. discipline in sacrificial
living. By the example of  the
Lord Jesus. by the clamant needs
of a perishing world and by the
personal peri l  of being a
castaway at last. let us discipline
ourselves so that Christ will get
the most and the best out of
these passing lives of ours.

Contd ... from Page 4
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In TV Channels
Sathgamaya TV Talk Show Programme

People channel of Kairali’s News Channel
All Fridays (Malayalam) 4.30˛5.00 p.m.
Monday   6.00˛6.30 a.m.Zee  TV (Hindi)

Jeevamritham Television Program
Every Saturday 9 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. in Power vision
channel.by  Evg Chandapilla Philip
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Spiritual Ministry
         MathewPhilip Trivandrum

It is the will of
the Lord that every
ministry should result in
the edification of the
assembly whether the
ministry is inside or
outside the assembly.
The Lord of the church
is Jesus Christ and His
presence is there in the
assembly. “When two
or three are gathered in
My name, then I am in
their midst” is what our
Lord said while He was
in this world. Likewise
the presence of the
Holy Spirit is  there in
the assembly as well as
in the believer.

There are certain
rules and regulations
for each and every
thing that has to place
in the assembly which
is the body of Christ.
All these rules should be
totally and completely
observed and obeyed
in the assembly. God

won’t accept anything
short of perfect
obedience to His
commandments. Man
is not expected change
anything that has been
revealed by God through
His servants in relation to
the local assembly or
church.

Everything that
has to take place in a local
assembly should be
spiritual. If it is to happen
then the members of the
assembly should be
spiritual. They must be real
believers who are born
again in the real sense of
the term world. They
should not be such a group
who ignore the Word of
God and the statues of the
local assemblies has been
given by the Lord of the
church. Man made statues
and regulations are not  at
all divine. They cannot be
divine but satanic.

Anything and
everything that takes place
in the assembly should be

controlled and guided by
the Holy Spirit. There is
no difficulty in
understanding the
ministry which are not
controlled by the Holy
Spirit. As we read in
Ephesians 5: 19-20
Speaking to one another
in Psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs singing
and making melody in
your heart to the Lord.
Giving thanks always for
all things to God the
Father in the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
Spiritual things should be
done by spiritual men. If
not it will affect the
growth of the assembly
very badly. The assembly
will not be able to serve
its purpose.

Who are the real
spiritual and godly
servants. We can see the
qualifications of the
elders and deacons in the
pastoral epistles. The
Holy Spirit has made it
clear in the epistles of
Timothy and Titus. We

can see almost 18
qualifications of the
ministers in these two
epistles. Everyone on the
spiritual leadership has to
undergo a self examination
to find out the number of
qualifications they have. We
often think that there is
nobody with all these
qualities. So I am also one
like them is not the remedy
or a lame excuse to escape
from the responsibility. If  a
person in leadership even
lacks a single of these
qualities it is better that he
should relieve himself of his
responsibility. There are
people who left ministries
because of their
shortcomings. God will
honour them. The other
group will be judged by the
Lord.

The presence and
ministries of the ministers
who have these qualifications
will afffect the growth of the

church. There is no doubt for it.
They are the reason for the
downward fall of  the churches.
New souls are not added to the
assemblies. Those who are in
assembly failed to gain  spiritual
growth. They are prevented of it.
Spiritual and godly men should be
the leaders of  the assembly.  The
sole qualifications of many is that
they are the husband of one wife.
That type of leadership will be a
failure. Many of the elders are
elders because of their old age.
They have no proper knowledge
in the  word and have no talent to
teach the Word also. They though
not eligible fight for their
positions. They play all sorts of
tricks to be on the helm. Many of
our assemblies are ruled by such
men. They fail to open their
mouths to say a word of thanks
or few words on any given
occasions.  Most of  them at the
same time beat even politicians, if
they have to speak on other issues.
Some assemblies are ruled by
committees. They do not need any
spiritual qualifications.
Continued ... .

Discipline
In the Christian life, it

is possible to follow the
path of least resistance
and to escape the rigorous
demands  of personal
discipline. By catering to
the soft and flabby desires
of the flesh, we can avoid
the pain of  weariness.
hunger and discomfort. But
in striving so hard to baby
the self-life, we become sterile.
barren and insipid.

The f lesh struggles
unceasingly for V.I.P. treatment.
It wants to be surfeited with
food. sat isf ied with sleep.
surrounded with pleasure,and
sated with attention. Lentil we
learn to say NO’ and mean it.
there can be little progress for
God. We must buffet our body
and bring it into subjection. We
must crucify the flesh with its
darling affections and lusts. We
must make it our business to
rise early, redeem the time. and
refuse the pathway of self-
indulgence.

By its shocking lack of
discipl ine,Christendom has
become a powerless giant. It
enjoys the contempt of the
world. The disciplined lives of
unbel ievers often put the
Christian in a very bad light.

When asked the secret of his

prowess as a pianist. Paderewski
said. “Practicing scale,, hour after
hour. day after day. till these
poor fingers were nearly worn
to the bone.” It is said that
Milton used to rise atfour every
morning to write Paradise Lost.
Noah \Webster worked for 36
years before the first edition of
his dictionary was finished. Men
are wil l ing to endure
tremendous hardship for earthly
honors. Sir Ernest Shackleton
once placed this ad in a London
paper: Men wanted for hazardous
journey. Small wages,bitter cold,
long months of complete

darkness, constant danger. safe

return doubtful. Honor and
recognition in case of success.
They all returned to their homes
in safety. and were given  honor
and recognition. They did it to
obtain  crown: how much more
should we be willing to do for
an incorruptible crown.

Many would like to enjoy
the reward of a joh, well done.
but they don’t want the toil.
heartache and loneliness that
often lead to it. For Gibbon it
meant 26 long years of discipline
to write the Decline and Fall of
the Roman Empire. For Bryant
it  meant rewrit ing
Thanatopsis99 times.

Jowett said,  “Vast
ambitions are not kept burning

in the soul without fuel. They
suck the very energies
of the body into their own
flame. Fine passion makes a
heavy drain upon the nerves;
the suburbs are scoured to
feed the fire at the center.
There is not a man or woman
of holy Christian passion today

who is not burning the candle

at both ends.” Audubon. the
great naturalist, was willing to
undergo prolonged
discomfort to learn more of
the world of birds.  Let
Robert G. Lee tell it: He
counted his physical comforts
as nothing”compared with
success in his work. He would
rise at midnight and go out
into the swamps to study the
habits of certain night hawks.
He would crouch motionless
for 0 hoursn the dark and fog.
feeling himself well rewarded.
if. after weeks of waiting he
secured one additional fact
about a single bird. During
one summer he went day
after day to the near New
Orleans to observe a shy
waterfowl. He would have to
stand almost to his neck in the
nearly, stagnant  water. scarcely
breathing. while countless
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